
DECLARATION 
OF THE FORUM

11th edition @ Bissau – April 23 to 27, 2024

The eleventh edition of the Regional Coastal and Marine Forum commenced on 23 April with an 
opening address by His Excellency Umaro Sissoco Embaló, President of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau. 
The theme was “Conservation, resilience and sustainable development of the West African coastal zone in 
the face of global change”. The Forum concluded after three days of reflection and exchange between 
coastal and marine stakeholders and partners involved in conservation and sustainable management in 
the sub-region. 

The programme for this year’s edition was structured around four plenary sessions and parallel 
activities. These included 31 side events, 12 technical workshops and 14 exhibitions showcasing the 
results of initiatives and projects in the sub-region. An interactive programme enabled some 430 
participants to stay informed, discuss and expand their knowledge of the issues and challenges of 
conservation, resilience, sustainable development and the impacts of global change on the West African 
coastal zone. 

At this edition of the Forum, stakeholders in the coastal and marine zone discussed emerging common 
challenges and strategic orientations for the conservation and management of the coastal and marine 
zone. In particular, the sessions focused on the recurring threats posed by excessive pressure on 
fishery resources, uncontrolled construction of coastal infrastructure, the expansion of the oil and 
gas industry and the development of fishmeal factories that are contrary to the interests of coastal 
communities. Potential oil spills and plastic pollution threaten mangroves and the health of the 
environment, and hinder the development of fishing and tourism. In addition to man-made threats, the 
West African coastal and marine zone and the communities that depend on it are directly affected by 
the impacts of climate change including flooding, changes in species distribution, impoverishment, and 
more.

Aware of the strategic interest of the West African coastal and marine zone and its importance for 
coastal communities and national and local economies, the stakeholders attending this edition of the 
conference commit to the following:

1.	 Strengthen the resilience of the coastal environment and the populations who depend on it, 
not only for food and nutritional security but also for economic and social development.

2.	 Ensure synergy and consistency between initiatives to combat climate change in response to 
the need for resilient ecosystems and coastal communities in the West African sub-region.

3.	 Encourage the development of the oil and gas industry in a way that takes into account the 
need for a healthy fisheries sector and the promotion of cohabitation between oil companies 
and other users of the coastal zone through corporate responsibility. 

4.	 Improve control over the management of fishery resources by adopting and implementing 
management plans for the main fisheries (limiting fishing capacity and respecting allowable 
catches), continuing efforts to limit by-catches and improving the transparency of fisheries 
and the involvement of stakeholders in the management of the sector through co-
management and concertation.

5.	 Implement a systematic approach to reinforce conservation measures for coastal and marine 
biodiversity, with a particular focus on the most vulnerable species, including coastal birds, 



rays and sharks, marine mammals and other species that are part of our collective heritage.

6.	 Support the Bijagos archipelago’s application to become a World Natural Heritage Site. 

7.	 Pursue efforts to achieve the 30 x 30 targets for the creation of Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs).

8.	 Increase environmental education initiatives and work towards their more formal integration 
into school curricula.

9.	 Obtain the ratification of the International Treaty on the Protection of the High Seas, which 
provides an opportunity for regional cooperation on the conservation of marine resources 
and biodiversity beyond national jurisdictions. This would pave the way for the creation by all 
States of the first high seas MPA in West Africa.

10.	Support the organisation of the World MPA Congress, scheduled for 2027 in Senegal. Use 
this event to showcase the potential of the sub-region and the efforts made in terms of 
conservation and good governance of MPAs in the sub-region.

11.	 Secure the participation of all states in the sub-region in the Fisheries Transparency Initiative 
(FiTI) and commitment to the regular organisation of public debates on the management of 
the fisheries sector.

12.	Provide support for the Global Treaty against Plastic Pollution, which is currently being 
negotiated, and advocate for its ratification.

13.	Obtain the ratification by all States in the sub-region of the various Additional Protocols to the 
Abidjan Convention designed to help conserve marine resources.

14.	Strengthen the ties of solidarity between developed countries and the countries of the sub-
region to support efforts for biodiversity conservation and more prudent management of 
natural resources.

15.	Strengthen the regional partnership embodied by PRCM in order to help stakeholders in the 
coastal and marine zone to address common challenges and pursue initiatives, build synergies 
and capitalise on achievements in terms of conserving ecosystems and the natural resources 
associated with them.

16.	Mobilise resources from governments, technical and financial partners for PRCM and other 
conservation actors to implement strategies and other action plans needed to promote a 
healthy coastal environment.

Furthermore, the stakeholders of the West African coastal and marine zone would like to express 
their sincere thanks and deep gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Guinea Bissau and the 
partners who supported the organisation of this event. 

These thanks and congratulations are also extended to PRCM for the excellent organisation of this 
eleventh edition of the Regional Marine and Coastal Forum. They encourage the PRCM to continue and 
maintain the regularity of this meeting, which is the only forum that allows stakeholders to engage in 
constructive dialogue and agree on joint strategic orientations for the conservation and sustainable 
management of the coastal and marine zone, while strengthening the bonds of friendship that unite the 
States of the West African coast.

							       Done in Bissau, 26 April 2024

							       Stakeholders in the West African marine  
							       and coastal zone – Forum 2024


